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This series of Comedy Scriptwriting 

Workshops for Year 5/6 students is 

delivered in partnership by the Australian 

Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI) 

and the Australian Children’s Television 

Foundation (ACTF). The workshops are 

generously supported by the Victorian 

Department of Education and Training. 

This resource was developed for schools participating in our 

virtual workshops. It aims to support teachers in developing 

students’ understanding of:

• Comedy genres 

• Scriptwriting

• Performance 

• Audience

• Online learning environments   

Students will also view clips from children’s sketch comedy 

series, You’re Skitting Me, and use Sketch-O-Matic – the online 

writing tool inspired by the series – to format their own scripts. 

If you have any questions or feedback about the workshops  

or this resource, please contact:

education@actf.com.au

+61 3 9200 5500 
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INTRODUCTION



Discuss the meaning of ‘etiquette’ as a whole class. In small groups,  ask students to brainstorm a list of respectful behaviours – or etiquette – for video conferences. These behaviour expectations for online learning environments could be recorded on an anchor chart for  future reference.  
Following are some extra tips for respectful interactions in video conferences:• Test your equipment and connection ahead of the scheduled  video conference. 
• Be logged in and ready to begin at the advertised start time. • When speaking for the first time, introduce yourself and  your school.
• Speak politely, clearly, and close to the microphone.• Mute your microphone when it is not your turn to speak.• Visual aids such as mini whiteboards can be helpful for communication.

• Remember that you will be visible to other participants at all time. You may like to nominate students to take on certain roles in the two comedy scriptwriting workshops, such as testing the equipment, introducing their school, or typing in the chat window. CURRICULUM LINKS

English

• Year 5: Understand that patterns of language interaction vary across social contexts and types of texts and that they help to signal social roles and relationships (ACELA1501).• Year 6: Understand that strategies for interaction become more complex and demanding  as levels of formality and social distance increase (ACELA1516).
Personal and Social Capability 

• Identify and explain factors that influence effective communication in a variety of situations.  

• Year 6: Understand that strategies for interaction become more complex and demanding as levels of formality and social distance increase (ACELA1516).
Personal and Social Capability 

• Identify and explain factors that influence effective communication in a variety of situations.

LESSON 1:  
 VIDEO CONFERENCE ETIQUETTE                 (15 MIN)



In pairs, ask students to define comedy, and then share their definitions 

with the class. These definitions will vary, but are likely to have something 

in common: comedy makes us laugh! 

Watch Video Tutorial 1 as a class. In this video, our hosts introduce:  
• Sketch comedy, and the You’re Skitting Me television series 

• Sketch-O-Matic, the digital sketch comedy writing tool inspired  

by You’re Skitting Me.

Bring up Sketch-O-Matic on the interactive whiteboard or another shared 

screen. This website introduces six different types of comedy, shares 

advice from industry professionals, and guides students through the 

process of writing their very own comedy sketch. Either as a whole class 

or in groups, complete Stages 1, 2 and 3 of Sketch-O-Matic by reading the 

page content and watching the embedded clips. 

Now, or at another convenient time for your class, have students work 

together to generate their own quick ideas for comedy sketches. These 

can be added to the ‘My Scrapbook’ section of Sketch-O-Matic, in Stage 

3: Ideas Lab. Schools will be asked to share some of their favourite jokes 

and their initial sketch ideas in our first virtual workshop. 

CURRICULUM LINKS

Critical and Creative Thinking 

• Combine ideas in a variety of ways and from a range of sources to create  

new possibilities. 

English.

• Year 5: Use comprehension strategies to analyse information, integrating  

and linking ideas from a variety of print and digital sources (ACELY1703).

• Year 6: Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse information  

and ideas, comparing content from a variety of textual sources including media  

and digital texts (ACELY1713). 
 
 

LESSON 2:  
 INTRODUCTION TO SKETCH COMEDY  
               (45 MIN)



Be ready to laugh in our first virtual workshop! Schools will be asked to share some initial sketch ideas, and students will have the chance to tell their favourite jokes. Our hosts – both industry professionals – will provide students with feedback on their early sketch ideas. Hosts will then guide students through a series of fun processes that are helpful for generating and expanding on comedy sketch ideas.  
CURRICULUM LINKS

Critical and Creative Thinking 

• Combine ideas in a variety of ways and from a range of sources to create new possibilities.Digital Technologies 

• Plan, create and communicate ideas and information, including collaboratively online, applying agreed ethical, social and technical protocols (ACTDIP022).
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Capability
• Select and use appropriate ICT tools safely to share and exchange information and to safely collaborate with others.
 

LESSON 3:  
 VIRTUAL WORKSHOP 1   
          (45 MIN)



LESSON 4:  
 DEVELOPING COMEDY SKETCHES    
             (45 MIN)

Review the features of different comedy genres with your class, including 

character comedy, surreal comedy, fish out of water, and parody. Screen 

the following You’re Skitting Me sketches, and ask students to determine 

which genre each sketch belongs to, citing evidence from the clips to 

support their thinking. 
1. Ultra Boy [Character comedy]

2. Balloon Animal [Surreal comedy]

3. Wolf Girl [Fish out of water]

4. Teenager Tonight [Parody]

Split your class into groups of 4 – 6 students. Explain that groups will 

now use their knowledge of comedy genres – and the thinking processes 

introduced in the virtual workshops – to generate new sketch ideas, or 

expand one of their initial ideas from the Sketch-O-Matic Ideas Lab. Each 

student should be an active participant in their group; students who are 

less comfortable performing might prefer to act as a scribe, or to source 

costumes and props for their group. In the next lesson, students will 

record their sketch using the Sketch-O-Matic writing tool. 

CURRICULUM LINKS

Critical and Creative Thinking 

• Assess and test options to identify the most effective solution  

and to put ideas into action.

Personal and Social Capability

• Contribute to groups and teams, suggesting improvements in methods used for group 

investigations and projects. 



Watch Video Tutorial 2 as a class. In this video,  our hosts give students advice on: 
• Thinking about their audience.
• Refining their sketch ideas.
• Formatting scripts with Sketch-O-Matic.• Giving constructive feedback to peers. 
In their groups, have students collaboratively devise dialogue and directions for their characters, and enter this information into Stage 4  of Sketch-O-Matic. Completed scripts can be printed out to enable an easy ‘read through’. 
Ask for volunteers to read or act out their final sketch for the class. Audience members can use this opportunity to practise giving specific, helpful and kind feedback to their peers. 
Depending on your students’ progress, they may need additional writing time to finalise their sketches before  the next virtual workshop.
Schools will be asked to present one or more sketches in the next virtual workshop, and to provide other groups with constructive feedback. If students would be more comfortable pre-recording their sketch than performing live, schools are welcome to send videos ahead of the next video conference.

CURRICULUM LINKS

Drama

• Rehearse and perform devised and scripted drama that develops narrative, drives dramatic tension, and uses dramatic symbol, performance styles and design elements to share community and cultural stories and engage and audience (ACADRM037).English

• Year 5: Use a range of software including word processing programs with fluency to construct, edit and publish written text, and select, edit and place visual, print and audio elements (ACELY1707).
• Year 6: Use a range of software, including word processing programs, learning new functions as required to create texts (ACELY1717).

LESSON 5:  
 SCRIPTWRITING       (45 MIN)



In our final virtual workshop, groups from each school will present  

their final sketches to an authentic audience. Students will be given 

feedback to help improve their sketches; they will also be asked to 

provide constructive feedback to others.   

Following the performances, students will have the opportunity to  

ask our hosts about scriptwriting, comedy, performance – or any other 

burning questions!

CURRICULUM LINKS

Critical and Creative Thinking 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of ideas, products, performances, methods and courses  

of action against given criteria.

Digital Technologies

• Plan, create and communicate ideas and information, including collaboratively online, 

applying agreed ethical, social and technical protocols (ACTDIP022).

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Capability 

• Select and use appropriate ICT tools safely to share and exchange information and to safely 

collaborate with others.

 

LESSON 6:  
 VIRTUAL WORKSHOP 2   
          (45 MIN)



LESSON 7:  
 FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES      AND REFLECTION 

In a class discussion, have students reflect on what they learnt from the comedy scriptwriting workshops, what they enjoyed, and what they found challenging. Completing the provided teacher and student evaluation forms will encourage further reflection, and help us to improve our virtual learning events for schools.  Now that students have completed a comedy sketch, have them consider their next steps. Your class may choose to:
• Perform sketches for the year level, the school, or at a special event for family and friends
• Use ACMI’s storyboard resources in preparation for filming sketches • Hold a ‘Comedy Film Festival’ at your school 
• Enter suitable films into a film festival or competition, such as ACMI’s Screen It competition
• Keep in touch: we would love to hear how your sketches evolve!CURRICULUM LINKS

English

• Year 5: Clarify understanding of content as it unfolds in formal and informal situations, connecting ideas to students’ own experiences and present and justify a point of view (ACELY1699).• Year 6: Participate in and contribute to discussions, clarifying and interrogating ideas, developing and supporting arguments, sharing and evaluating information, experiences and opinions (ACELY1709).Personal and Social Capability 

• Monitor their progress, seeking and responding to feedback from teachers to assist  them in consolidating strengths, addressing weaknesses and fulfilling their potential.• Check out ACMI Education’s Film It resource, particular the comprehensive Scriptwriting module.

Thank you for participating in the ACMI / ACTF Comedy Scriptwriting Workshops. 




